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Bishop Marvin Sapp inspired a sold-out crowd on Monday, Jan. 15
at the NCNW’s 32nd annual Leadership Awards Breakfast.
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Remember to Read

BY CINDY CARTER
Staff Writer

ST. PETERSBURG — It has
been 50 years since Dr. Martin
Luther King, Jr. was assassinated for his civil rights work.
His legacy is celebrated and honored every day in one form or
another all across the country.
But on the third Monday of January each year, the nation is encouraged to give a day on, not a
day off when it comes to making
a difference.
Also each year, the St. Petersburg Metropolitan Section of the
National Council of Negro

Women holds their Martin
Luther King, Jr. Leadership
Awards Breakfast in his honor.
In fact, it has been a staple in the
community for 32 years. Over a
buffet-style breakfast, participants were inspired to not give
up and push forward, even with
a nation divided.
“We recognize that we’re all
a part of Dr. King’s work and
that for all the progress that we
have made nationally, and here
locally, there remains a dangerous divide,” said Mayor Rick
Kriseman. “There remains work
to do, inequities to fix and
wounds to heal.”
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Staff Writer

ST. PETERSBURG – There are
more than 4,000 different religions in the world. Some beliefs
are shared across the board; others divide countries, states and
communities. For the fourth year,
Interfaith Tampa Bay has sponsored the Dr. Martin Luther King,
Jr. Interfaith Memorial Service,
where they proposed to bring all
local faiths together to spread one
message.
Hundreds of people attended
the Cathedral of St. Jude the Apostle, located at 5815 5th Ave. N., to
get a reminder of the importance
of spreading the word when it
comes to civil justice and the importance of creating a future together with people who are
dedicated to what is right and
good in society, and throughout
the entire world.

Interfaith Tampa Bay President Rev. Joran Oppelt believes
spiritual leaders have inherited an
important piece of Dr. King’s
legacy.
“His dream, his vision, it lives
on in our hearts like a torch that’s
been passed,” he said. “It’s not
only the responsibility of those
leaders in our faith communities
but it’s the responsibility of all of
us to make sure that dream, that
vision becomes reality.”
Oppelt said as a society, we
have “cut the ribbon” a few times
such as getting the right to vote or
electing the first black president,
but the truth is most people don’t
feel the uplifting moments that
mark a society that is positively
evolving.
“I ask all of you in this room to
take a moment and consider
where you are on the spectrum of
pain and suffering or oppression—cultural or systemic oppres-

Staff Writer

sion—to the status quo, to the
privileged.”
He’s asking for everyone to
break down the barriers and get
the “suffering talking to oppression, to get oppression talking to
the status quo, to get the status
quo talking to the privileged and
to get privileged speaking to the
See MEMORIAL, page 8

See ESSAY, page 9

ABC Action News anchor
Deiah Riley acted as Mistress of
Ceremony and in-between introducing speakers, she too gave
tidbits of wisdom to inspire the
sold-out crowd at the historic St.
Petersburg Coliseum. She
stressed leadership is a commitment and that good leaders keep
others focused on the goal and
motivated to do their best work.
“It has been said that great
leaders don’t set out to be a
leader, they set out to make a difference,” explained Riley. “It’s
never about the glory for them;
See BREAKFAST, page 10

2018 Interfaith Memorial Service
BY CINDY CARTER

BY RAVEN JOY SHONEL

ST. PETERSBURG – The
Martin Luther King, Jr. Essay Contest is in its 35th year and once
again it attracted some outstanding
participants that promise to make
a huge impact on the world in the
years to come.
Thursday, Jan. 11, at the Enoch
Davis Center, five outstanding students—three from Gibbs High
and two from Lakewood High—
took the stage and brought their
speeches to life for a panel of three
judges and an audience full of
friends and family.
Students from schools all
across St. Pete are encouraged to
send entries in each year. Virginia
Scott is part of the MLK Commemorative Organization, Inc. and
one of its founding members.
Time and time again she’s witnessed winners and past participants go on to make great
contributions to society and believe
the essay contest will always be an
integral part of the community.
For instance, Leah McRae, the
city’s director of education, once
stood on the stage at the Enoch
Davis Center, making her parents
proud.
Students were recruited in October by their teachers and given
all the pertinent information they
would need to get ready. Original
essays had to be submitted in early
Dec. on the topic: Are Dr. King’s
philosophy and the Second
Amendment of the United States
of America Constitution compatible?
A panel of judges reviewed the
submissions and six finalists were
selected, although only five competed last Thursday.
Each finalist was invited to attend a training session where they
were groomed on the proper etiquette of speech making. The
grooming consist of how to dress,
the tone of which to speak, how to
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COMMUNITY NEWS
Local community leaders honored for Martin Luther King, Jr. Day
BY GABRIELLE SETTLES
Contributor

PINELLAS COUNTY – In
the spirit of Martin Luther
King, Jr., a group of community leaders in Pinellas
County started this year off
by being recognized for their
work - and they’ve been encouraged to keep it up.
The Pinellas County
Board of County Commissioners announced that they
gave a Martin Luther King,
Jr. Day proclamation award
to two organizations at their
first meeting of the year this
month.
Members of the 2020
Plan Taskforce was in attendance to receive the honor
along with honorees James
and Gwen Feazell, the
founders of the Bridging the
Achievement Gap (BTAG)
program.
Pinellas County Commission Chairman Kenneth
Welch was the presenter of
the ceremonial proclamation, which is a statement
signed by all commissioners
recognizing significant activities, organizations or individuals in the community.
This is the first time that a
Martin Luther King, Jr. Day
proclamation has been
given.
Welch said there were a
number of reasons why both
the 2020 Plan Taskforce and
the BTAG were highlighted.
“We were looking for organizations whose work reflected the life and legacy of
Dr. Martin Luther King in
terms of economic empowerment [and] in terms of educational and academic
achievement, and those two
groups really personify that,”
Welch stated.

The congenial ceremony began with an opening prayer by 2020 Core
Team Member Rev. Louis
Murphy, Sr. of Mt. Zion Progressive Missionary Baptist
Church. After the Pledge of
Allegiance, Welch stepped
up to introduce the Feazells
and the co-founder of the
2020 Plan, Gypsy Gallardo.
They were joined by several
other 2020 anchor members
including former City Councilmember Karl Nurse and
Director of Urban Affairs
Nikki Capehart.
Welch then read the
proclamation,
which
thanked and honored both
organizations for their work
that exemplifies the goals of
Dr. King, who “devoted his
life to advancing equality, social justice and opportunity
for all.”
The progress the 2020
Plan Taskforce and the
BTAG program have
achieved is certain. Both
groups cover Pinellas
County in two directions –
2020 works in south St. Petersburg and BTAG is centered in the north part of the
county in Clearwater
The 2012 Economic Impact of Poverty report
showed that south St. Petersburg is the largest out of
five high-poverty zones.
However, late last year the
U.S. Census released data
that there was an intense decline in St. Pete’s AfricanAmerican poverty rate,
which fell from 34.9 percent
in 2014 to 17.6 percent in
2016. That notable difference is due in part to the efforts of the 2020 Plan
Taskforce.
Gallardo said it’s vital

that we recognize many
other groups who’ve contributed just as much to
poverty reduction. “The city,
St. Petersburg College,
Pinellas Technical College,
PERC, the Urban League,
Pinellas Opportunity Council, all of these groups made
the difference.”
The Taskforce is made
up of over 100 organizations,
including public and nonprofit agencies, who work to
make investments through
an estimated 40 organizations to work with families to
help them lift their incomes
to above poverty line. The
2020 team aims to help 2,000
families grow their earnings
by the end of the year 2020.
St. Petersburg Mayor
Rick
Kriseman,
who
adopted the 2020 Plan as a
top priority within days of his
first elections, credits “teamwork and the spirit of working together” for the recent
progress.
“Last year, African-American poverty in the City of St.
Petersburg reached an alltime low. This was an extraordinary milestone, but
not one we reached alone.
We are thankful for our partners in the county, and those

Visionary
Brief
by Keisha Bell, Esq.

Young, gifted and black
Have you ever thought about the effects that those who are young, gifted and
black endure in a world that tells them
that they are lazy, criminal and hopeless?
Everyone wants the best for their child.
How does he or she defy the odds to present their best self?
Meet Lorraine Vivian Hansberry, a
playwright, writer, stage director and an
honorary member of Delta Sigma Theta
sorority. Hansberry lived from May 19,
1930, until January 12, 1965.
Only 34 when she died, novelist and
social critic James Baldwin has been
quoted as saying, “it is not at all farfetched
to suspect that what she saw contributed
to the strain which killed her, for the effort
to which Lorraine was dedicated is more
than enough to kill a man.”
Was she affected like that? Interestingly, about her father’s death, Hansberry
once said that “American racism helped
kill him.”
Hansberry is best known for writing
“A Raisin in the Sun,” a play that shows
the lives of a black family dealing with
racial segregation in Chicago. It was
named Best Play in 1959 by the New York
Drama Critics’ Circle. By bringing such
expression to the stage, Hansberry made
history. She was the first black woman to
write a play performed on Broadway. In
addition, by winning the New York’s
Drama Critic’s Circle Award at the age of
29, she became the first black dramatist
and the youngest playwright to do so.
Prior to these accolades, Hansberry
moved to Harlem and wrote news articles
and editorials for the black newspaper
called “Freedom.” She wrote about the
African struggle for liberty.
An activist, Hansberry participated in
the fight against evictions, as well as other
civil rights protests. Her work in this area
was not limited to the Civil Rights Movement within the United States. Hansberry
often explained these global struggles
through the lens of its female participants
and their fight for gender equality. She
recognized that minority women are
twice oppressed.
In a town hall debate in 1964, Hansberry criticized white liberals who found
it hard to accept civil disobedience. At the
same time, however, she acknowledged
that white men have been some of the
first to die in the fight for civil rights.
Hansberry was investigated by the

Federal Bureau of Investigation (FBI). As
follows, an FBI reviewer of “Raisin in the
Sun” emphasized its Pan-Africanist
themes as dangerous.
Hansberry inspired Nina Simone’s
song “To Be Young, Gifted and Black,” a
term first coined by Hansberry while
speaking to the winners of a creative writing conference in 1964. Simone wrote the
song with a poet named Weldon Irvine.
Her goal was to develop lyrics that would,
as she said, “make black children all over
the world feel good about themselves forever.”
Hansberry left a powerful legacy. Her
work continues to be recognized and performed around the world. Even after
death, her work has received numerous
awards and acknowledgments. In addition, buildings have her name.
In 1999, Hansberry was posthumously inducted into the Chicago Gay
and Lesbian Hall of Fame. In 2010, Hansberry was inducted into the Chicago Literary Hall of Fame. In 2013, Hansberry
was inducted into the Legacy Walk and
also in 2013, Hansberry was inducted into
the American Theatre Hall of Fame. In
2017, Hansberry was inducted into the
National Women’s Hall of Fame.
Dead at 34. Hansberry’s life illustrates
what is possible in spite of the opposition
when one is young, gifted and black.
Keisha Bell is an attorney, author and
public servant. To reach Bell, email her at
emergingfree@gmail.com or log on to
www.emergingfree.com to view more of her
work.

at the 2020 Task Force for
leading the charge,” Kriseman said. “We are humbled
by the recognition given to
us by the Pinellas County
Commission.”
Mr. and Mrs. Feazell
also gave their thanks to the
board.
“Dr. Martin Luther King,
Jr. and I, we have a lot in
common, but we’ll just stick
to two,” Mr. Feazell said at
the meeting. “He was a good
Christian and he was a good
Alpha Phi Alpha man.”
Part of the fraternity’s
mission is to achieve academic excellence and service for communities, and Mr.
Feazell has held to that. He
and his wife, who are retired
educators, started BTAG 15
years ago. Mr. Feazell had
just left the school district as
a recruiter, working to increase the number of
African Americans working
for Pinellas County Schools.
However, he wasn’t satisfied
when he heard an alarming
report.
The superintendent released his findings that at the
time, more than half of
African-American students
in the area were failing the
FCAT test – 57 percent to be

exact.
As Mr. Feazell retired,
he said he asked God to help
him to change those numbers. He talked with his wife
and together they started
BTAG in the Largo area,
with the idea of being surrogate parents who could provide the help these high
school students and their
families needed.
The Feazells were aided
by teachers, the school system and their church, which
provided a bus for transportation. After the students
attended their regular
classes, they would attend
BTAG, where volunteer
teachers gave one to twohour sessions in math, English, Spanish, science and
more.
Within their time as leaders, the program served
more than 1,500 students
who have gone on to many
achievements such as earning their high school diplomas, attending colleges and
universities and pursuing
military careers. Last August, the Feazells retired the
role of supervisor to the
Greater Ridgecrest and
High Point YMCA in Clearwater, who are continuing

the program.
The positive work of
BTAG may extend beyond
North Pinellas. Mr. Feazell
said some organizations are
interested in taking this educational program into different cities, and he and his wife
can show them how it’s
done.
“They’ve touched so
many lives in our community that we thought they
were absolutely worthy of
that first recognition under
our MLK Day Proclamation,” Welch said.
For Welch, it was an
honor and a privilege to give
both these groups this
much-deserved recognition.
“There’s not a whole lot
of publicity, not a whole lot of
money or pay, but when
you’re talking about BTAG
helping 1,500 kids in central
and north county achieve academically or whether
you’re talking about the 2020
Plan Taskforce helping create a $90 million dollar CRA
that’s going to help folks in
generational poverty, those
are tremendous efforts that
should be highlighted,”
Welch finished.

As we honor
Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.,
we also honor our very own Martin…
R. Martin Robinson.
On the day we lost you, we lost a husband,
father, grandfather, friend,
and an idol that we all looked up to.
Your death will always remain a blurry memory.
But your life will
always be a vivid one,
the epitome of
greatness and sacrifice.
You brought joy,
laughter, and love to
your family.
We love and miss
you dearly Martin!
(Keep on stepping
high in the sky)

The Weekly Challenger
is distributed in the following cities:
St. Petersburg • Clearwater • Largo
Tarpon Springs • Dunedin • Safety Harbor

Ethel L. Johnson
CEO/Publisher Emerita
Lyn Johnson

Publisher/General Manager
Advertising

Advertising Dept. 727-896-2922
advertising@theweeklychallenger.com
Lorrie Bellinger

Art Director
PUBLISHED WEEKLY
on Thursdays
READERSHIP
100,000 monthly
SUBSCRIPTION RATES
$50 for 1 year (local only)
SINGLE COPY 50 cents
ATTN. POSTMASTER:
Send all address changes to:
The Weekly Challenger
P.O. Box 35130
St. Petersburg, FL 33705
NO PAPER?
If you have not received your
paper during delivery,
call (727) 896-2922
DEADLINES

P.O. Box 35130, St. Petersburg, FL 33705
Phone: (727) 896-2922
Fax: (727) 823-2568
Email: editor@theweeklychallenger.com
www.theweeklychallenger.com

All news items, advertising copy and
related art submitted for publication
on Thursday must be received no later
than 4 p.m. Monday.

COLUMNIST’S
DISCLAIMER
The views expressed by The
Weekly Challenger columnists/
advice columnists do not necessarily
reflect the views of The Weekly
Challenger. By publishing such
columns, The Challenger is not
advocating the following of any
advice or suggestion expressed.

best lead the world from racial
antagonism when it accords to
every man, regardless of race,
creed or color, his human and
legal rights. Hating no man,
fearing no man... the Black Press
strives to help every man in the
firm belief that all men are hurt
as long as anyone is held back.

SUBMISSIONS POLICY
Submissions to The Weekly
Challenger may be edited for
reasons of space, clarity or for
considerations of liability. All
submissions become the sole
property of The Weekly Challenger.
The Weekly Challenger reserves the
right to run all or part of any
submission at a later time. Some
submissions may take precedence due
to timeliness or newsworthiness.

THE BLACK PRESS
believes that America can

Volume 50 • Number 22
Published Thursday,
January 18, 2018
18 pages • 1 section
© The Weekly Challenger
All rights reserved. No portions of this periodical
may be reproduced without expressed consent.

THE WEEKLY CHALLENGER, THURSDAY, JANUARY 18, 2018

COMMUNITY NEWS
Breaking
the Cycle

I AM:
John Hopkins, Sr.

REV. DR. ROBERT L.
HARRISON, PH.D.

Men of S.T.E.E.L. Ministries
www.menofsteelministries.com

Praise the Lord.
The New Testament Gospel Without
Paul – Part 1
There is a movement today (mainly
coming from the sacred name camp and
law keepers) telling us that God did not
choose Paul, and that his gospel is false.
The reason they have arrived at this conclusion is because they are mostly law
keepers who do not understand the
covenants, nor understand the differences in the Mosaic and the new
covenant based on the grace of God and
the work of Yeshua (Jesus) on the cross.
There have always been attacks on
the Bible and its acceptance. In the early
church about A.D. 140, a man named
Marcion instituted the first real controversy. He rejected the majority of the
New Testament He believed God rejected Paul and accepted Peter. He threw
out Matthew, Mark, and John and made
a canon of his own consisting of Luke
which he rewrote. There are others
today who want to rewrite the Bible, add
other books (Gnostic books) or reject
some that we already have. There are at
least 86,000 quotations from the early
church records that believed Paul’s writings were part of Scripture. These are
found in several thousand Lectionaries
that are church-service books. After
nearly 1900 years of the canon being established these rebels are causing a lot of
confusion.
Does the Bible support the position
that we are to keep the Old Testament
law (which often includes the Feast days
of Lev.23) and not concentrate on the
death and resurrection of Jesus Christ as
the gospel of grace to both Jew and Gentile. Is Paul not called of God and what He
preached not the same as the others
apostles? What does the Bible say on
this? We must first go to Paul’s own epistles to see what He says and then coincide this with the book of Acts and the
apostolic writers.
Galatians 1:1 “Paul, an apostle (not
from men nor through man, but through
Jesus Christ and God the Father who
raised Him from the dead)”
Romans 1:1 “Paul, a bondservant of
Jesus Christ, called to be an apostle, separated to the gospel of God
2 Timothy 1:1 Paul, an apostle of
Jesus Christ by the will of God” This is
repeated over and over in his epistles (1
Cor.1:1; 2 Cor.2:1; Eph. 1:1; Col.1:1; 2
Tim1:1.) If this is not true then the Scripture is not inspired by God and cannot be
trusted anywhere as accurate.
Paul writes about after his conversion, Gal. 1:18-23 “Then after three years

By Gwendolyn Reese

I went up to Jerusalem to see Peter, and
remained with him fifteen days. But I saw
none of the other apostles except James,
the Lord’s brother. (Now concerning the
things which I write to you, indeed, before God, I do not lie.) Afterward I went
into the regions of Syria and Cilicia. And
I was unknown by face to the churches
of Judea which were in Christ. But they
were hearing only, “He who formerly persecuted us now preaches the faith which
he once tried to destroy.”
There is no way to explain Paul’s conversion for if he feigned it, to take advantage of the church he put himself
through the worst position that any of the
apostles experienced; being jail, beaten
several times, stoned and mocked. Saul
was fine as Pharisee, why would anyone
undergo this kind of persecution unless
they had a true conversion? “ in labors
more abundant, in stripes above measure, in prisons more frequently, in deaths
often. From the Jews five times I received
forty stripes minus one. Three times I
was beaten with rods; once I was stoned;
three times I was shipwrecked; a night
and a day I have been in the deep; in journeys often, in perils of waters, in perils of
robbers, in perils of my own countrymen,
in perils of the Gentiles, in perils in the
city, in perils in the wilderness, in perils
in the sea, in perils among false brethren;
in weariness and toil, in sleeplessness
often, in hunger and thirst, in fastings
often, in cold and nakedness— besides
the other things…” (2 Cor. 11:23-280.
We find that the claims of this new
anti-Paul cult are completely bogus. What
Paul preached was not only the same as
the other apostles, but was sanctioned by
them because he was with them.
Gal. 2:1-2: “Then after fourteen years
I went up again to Jerusalem with Barnabas, and also took Titus with me. And I
went up by revelation, and communicated to them that gospel which I preach
among the Gentiles, but privately to
those who were of reputation, lest by any
means I might run, or had run, in vain.”
V.9: “and when James, Cephas, and John,
who seemed to be pillars, perceived the
grace that had been given to me, they
gave me and Barnabas the right hand of
fellowship, that we should go to the Gentiles and they to the circumcised.”
At the church in Antioch, they fasted
and prayed “ the Holy Spirit said, “Now
separate to Me Barnabas and Saul for the
work to which I have called them” (Acts
13:2-3).
Till next week,
God Bless.
Rev. Dr. Robert L. Harrison, PhD
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John Hopkins, Sr. was born October 16, 1911, in Bartow. A scholar and
an active sports enthusiast, he was an
outstanding quarterback, basketball
player and later during his life he became an avid golfer. After graduating
from Union Academy in Bartow, he attended Florida Normal Junior College
in St. Augustine where he also excelled
in sports.
He furthered his education at
Florida A&M College in Tallahassee
where he received a Bachelor of Science degree in Education. Continuing
to pursue his education, he attended
the University of Minnesota in Minneapolis and Columbia University in
New York, where he was awarded a
Master’s Degree in Administration and
Supervision.
Mr. Hopkins taught school in four
cities in Florida and was appointed as
principal of an elementary school in
Lake Alfred before moving to St. Petersburg to become principal of Davis
Elementary School. He also served as
principal of Sixteenth Street Junior
High School and after his death, the
school district renamed the school in
his honor to become John Hopkins
Middle School. After retiring from the
Pinellas County School System in 1973,
he served as the executive director of
Pinellas Opportunity Council from
1974-1992.
Mr. Hopkins was affiliated with
many professional organizations that
include the Chairman of The Module
16 Advisory Committee (Responsible
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Mr. John Hopkins, Sr. receiving
one of many awards.
for building the Enoch Davis Center),
Pinellas Association of Secondary Supervisors, Florida State Teachers Association, Phi Delta Kappa, Chartered
Member of Ambassadors Club, Governor’s Conference on Aging, National
Association of Secondary School Principals and South-Eastern Association
of Community Action Agencies.
He was instrumental in organizing
the Pinellas County Urban League, the
St. Petersburg Economic Development
Corporation and the Pinellas Opportunity Council Federal Credit Union. Mr.
Hopkins was also involved in organizing the Florida State Teachers Association with Dr. Mary McLeod Bethune
and Miss. Olive B. McLin and later became president of the organization.
Source: Biographical sketch and
obituary provided to the African American Heritage Association
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COMMUNITY NEWS
Ya La’Ford’s “Glyphs” weave St. Pete community into a global arts fabric
BY J.A. JONES
Staff Writer

ST. PETERSBURG —
At artist Ya La’Ford’s exhibit, “Glyphs,” on display
at Florida CraftArt through
Jan. 20, there is a palpable
energy as viewers step into
a gilded vortex of mirrors,
lines and hieroglyphs.
Visitors to the gallery
are quickly transported by
the boldly designed sculptures that incorporate and
invite public contributions
to the site-specific pieces.
Familiar, everyday objects
– the mysterious “cosmic
ladder” suspended from
the sky, a re-envisioned
“receptacle of dreams” that
was once a garbage can
and a luminous bowl of “future-thoughts” that could
have been a giant chair
frame — have been transformed into powerful
fetish objects by La’Ford’s
practiced and detailed application of thought, inspiration, spiritual depth and
gold layers.
“I wanted the St. Pete
community to experience
art as a life-long treasure,
and the purpose of this particular exhibit was to display how art has this
intrinsic value that exists to
revolutionize the social,
cultural and historic context of the human journey,”
explained La’Ford.
Although La’Ford has
been weaving the evocative power of the universal
ley line throughout her
work for a number of
years, in “Glyphs” the
Tampa Bay and New Yorkbased artist found herself
heavily influenced by a recent global tour that included stops in Cuba,
Columbia,
Thailand,

China, Turkey and Egypt.
Her penchant for creating work that engages
both a sense of self-reflection, community activism
and the inner eye of spiritual wisdom is revealed in
the glittering, fiery crystals
and multi-dimensional reflections cast by the collection’s panoramic display of
mirrored walls.
“I really wanted that
color gold because of the
effect it had on me while I
was in Egypt and its association with illumination,
love, compassion, courage,
passion, magic, wisdom.
Gold is a precious metal
that is associated with
wealth, grandeur and prosperity…as well as sparkle,
glitz, and glamour. I believe that added to a mirrored surface, the work
would allow the community to see themselves as
valuable and as precious as
gold.”
At the opening night reception held last Saturday,
the petite artist – sporting
flowing locks, circular
frames and chunky pendants — encouraged the
audience to write down
thoughts that might inspire those who will come
after us.
“I’m interested in what
we communicate to future
humans and how we can
be the best person that we
are as human beings — in
this country and traveling
abroad. In this participatory exhibit, what I’d like
you to do is think about
what you would say to future humans 500 years
from now,” instructed La’Ford, gesturing to the
large golden ladder extending up into the
gallery’s height.

“What message can
you share with them, what
can you say that can inspire them to continue, to
think about how strong we
are as humans? I want you
to think about, not just
yourself, but what does it
mean to exist and how can
we groom ourselves to be
better in humanity.”
Encouraging visitors to
grab some paper, jot down
their thoughts and toss
them into the golden can
that sat beneath the ladder,
the moment of shared inspiration reminded the
viewers that there is power
in mutual creativity and
joined consciousness.
On hand for the reception were fans, family
members, students and
other St. Petersburg arts
and professional community members. Alexandria
Reed, one of La’Ford’s students at St. Petersburg
College, shared her impressions of one of her creations.
“She has messages in-

side of the art; like you can
see the word, ‘Evolve,’” explained Reed, pointing into
the giant gilded bowl. “She
asked people to contribute
– I wrote something that
she put in there! It’s like
she put it in a pot and we
can all reach in and get inspiration.”
Of the gold glittered
geometrically designed
mirrors, Reed observed
that the intricate designs
were like “cells of the skin;
nobody’s skin is perfect –
but in her art, the gold
makes it seem as if it could
be anybody’s skin, regardless of their color.”
Another guest, civil engineer Robert Harvey
shared: “I love her work.
With my background, I
love her use of line and
space, of glass and sculptures. For me, it’s almost
spiritual, the way she
grasps the untouchable.”
La’Ford said her exhibit offers St. Pete an opportunity to join her in an
ongoing exploration of

world cultures that are
contemporary and ancient.
“I’m really inviting the
community to contribute
their own personalized
contemporary hieroglyphs
via words, quotes, drawings; that’s really the core
of this show. I’m exploring
how the past, present and
future really give us a renewed sense of self and figuring out how we connect

to each other, how we are
cohesive together and can
have more communal
pride, reflecting and moving forward into 2018 and
beyond.”
“Glyphs” is open at
Florida CraftArt, 501 Central Ave., St. Petersburg,
through Jan. 20. For more
information call (727) 8217391.

,W·V2IÀFLDO
ASAP and Francis House
Become EPIC

ASAP (AIDS Service Association of Pinellas) and
)UDQFLV+RXVHKDYHRIÀFLDOO\PHUJHGDQGDUHQRZ
EPIC (Empath Partners in Care). This merger brings
together two like-minded, community- based
organizations with nearly 60 years of combined
experience serving those impacted by HIV and
AIDS in the Tampa Bay area. We can now serve
more people with more services throughout our
community.
EPIC has various locations in Hillsborough and
Pinellas counties and will continue uninterrupted
services on its ASAP and Francis House Campuses.
EPIC provides a wide variety of services, including:
• Free HIV Testing
• Medical Case Management
• Counseling Services & Support Groups
• Food & Personal Needs Pantries
• Housing Assistance
• Day Center with Meals & Activities

For more information about the exciting
new organization, visit MyEPIC.org

EPIC
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Deputy Mayor to pull double duty
ST. PETERSBURG –
Next month, Deputy
Mayor Dr. Kanika Tomalin will take over as city
administrator as well as
being second in charge
of the city.
Current City Administrator Dr. Gary Cornwell will retire Feb. 9
after nearly 38 years with
the city. He served as
Human Resources Director prior to being confirmed
as
city
administrator in 2014.
“Gary has served our
residents and employees
exceptionally well for
nearly 38 years, and I am
especially grateful for his
steady leadership and
wise counsel throughout
my first term,” said
Mayor Rick Kriseman.
“The state of our city and
our government has improved thanks to Gary’s
expertise and hard
work.”
Mayor
Kriseman
named Dr. Tomalin as
the next city administrator, an appointment subject to city council’s
confirmation. Similar to
past administrators, she
will also remain deputy
mayor.
“Her extensive administrative experience
in the private sector prior
to 2014 and her broad responsibilities as deputy
mayor since 2014 make
her the ideal person to
ensure continuity and
move us forward,” said
the mayor.
City Council Chair
Lisa Wheeler-Bowman
said Dr. Tomalin is not

just a popular public figure in the community but
an experienced and
skilled executive.
“She has already
proven to be a respected
leader and a thoughtful
presence in meetings,”
said Wheeler-Bowman.
Tom Greene, the
city’s budget director
since 2013, has been promoted to Assistant City
Administrator, a newly
created position.
Other changes include Liz Makofske, who
has served as a Public
Works Business Services
Manager, Fire Administrative Services Manager
and Senior Budget Analyst since 2006, is being
promoted to Budget Director.
Chief of Staff Kevin
King will continue to direct mayoral policy and
the day-to-day activities
but will assume the title
of Chief of Policy & Public Engagement to more
accurately reflect his
scope of work and our
emphasis on policy development and external
communications.
John Rodriguez will
replace recently retired
Sally Everett, Sharon
Wright was promoted
from Sustainability Manager to Sustainability &
Resiliency Director and
Neighborhood Affairs
Administrator
Mike
Dove is retiring but will
continue his service to
the city in a part-time capacity, focusing on assisting us in our affordable
housing efforts through

May.
Codes Compliance
Director Rob Gerdes is
being
promoted
to
Neighborhood Affairs
Administrator,
while
Codes Compliance Operations Manager James
Corbett will become the
next talk Codes Compliance Director.
Leisure Services Administrator
Sherry
McBee is retiring and
Parks & Recreation Director Mike Jefferis will
step into the role. Marketing Manager Nina
Mahmoudi is being promoted to Marketing Director.
Managing Director of
Development Coordination Chris Ballestra will
assume the responsibilities of recently retired
Clay Smith’s position of
Interim Enterprise Facilities Director. Ballestra
will continue in his current role, which includes
oversight of our new St.
Pete Pier and Pier District.
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Read to Remember, Remember to Read
Y DEXTER MCCREE
Feature Writer

ST. PETERSBURG —
In light of Dr. Martin
Luther King, Jr.’s quest
for peace and harmony,
the foundation of his spiritually charged and inspiring messages was his
thirst for education. It is
chronicled that the Drum
Major of Justice was an
avid reader and knowledgeable of a wide range
of topics. His faith and studiousness positioned him
to be one of the most educated men of his time.
Legacy-56, a 501(c) (3)
organization whose mission is to remember, reclaim and restore the
importance of cultural
and spiritual awareness in
African-American communities, sponsored a reading workshop as part of
their MLK Day of Service
project last Saturday.
More than 70 people
filled the community
room at the James Weldon Johnson Community
Library to participate in
the “Read to Remember,
Remember to Read” project.
Legacy-56, Inc. is a
group of thought-leaders
and former classmates
born in 1956, advocating
cultural and social change
to impact systemic and
structural issues affecting

the socialization, education and economic wellbeing of African-American
communities.
In the spirit of
Sankofa, meaning to
reach back and fetch it,
Legacy-56 partners supports and builds upon existing and developing
efforts to actualize the full
potential, power and purpose of African-American
communities and its most
precious resources.
“Dr. King understood
the importance of remembering great lessons from
the past to living peaceably in the present,” said
Dr. Katurah Jenkins-Hall,
president of Legacy-56.
“Reading allows us to
travel beyond the boundaries of stereotypes, biases and prejudices.”
More than 30 adults
and volunteers learned
the importance and art of
reading to and with children about Dr. King and
other positive voices in
African and African-American history. Approximately
40
children
engaged in crafts, reading
and other activities to solidify the importance
of “reading to remember.” The group distributed bags filled with
selected books for adult
participants and children
to take home to help them
remember to read.

CONNECT WITH US!

“I’m reading to my
children at home,” said
one parent, showing her
appreciation for the parent workshop, conducted
by
board
members
Aisheeda Benjamin and
JerJuan Green. “My children get lost with what is
being read or lose interest
altogether. The suggestions provided by the instructors during the Read
to Remember project
were so helpful and provided new insights on the
importance of cultural literacy and how such reading will make a positive
difference in my child.”
The enthusiasm continued Monday, Jan. 15 at
Tropicana Field as parents and children stopped
by the Legacy-56 table to
inquire about books for
themselves and their children. Altogether, over 400
books and 100 bags were
given out to encourage
cultural literacy. Legacy-

56 also plans to promote a
book a month on social
media.
The project was a collaborative effort of the
Legacy-56 subcommittee,
led by Sarah Ward,
Regina Rosier Brown and
Aisheeda Benjamin. Aiding in the success of the
event were other board
members,
community
volunteers and community partners such as Mt.
Moriah Missionary Baptist Church, Midtown
Academy, Virginia L.
Leonard, Community Education Center and the
James Weldon Johnson
Library who received a
special collection of cultural history books for future access.
For more information,
contact Dr. Katurah Jenkins-Hall at (813) 220-3148.
To reach Dexter McCree, email dmccree@theweeklychallenger.com
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COMMUNITY NEWS
Community Medical Mall
BY DEXTER MCCREE
Feature Writer

ST. PETERSBURG —
That Monday in April of
2000 is a memorable day
for
Janice
StarlingWilliams. On that day, a
hospital stay to treat high
blood pressure unveiled
more shocking and disturbing news. The news
of being diagnosed with
kidney failure forever
changed her life. It is also
changing the lives of
many others.
“The doctor said that
my kidneys were failing.
At that moment it was the
most devastating time of
my life,” said StarlingWilliams.
She wanted to give up,
feeling as if all life was
lost. Even though she
had the support of her
family, she felt alone and
even betrayed by God.
“Then, the spirit of
God spoke and reminded
me of Romans 8:28 which
says, ‘All things work together for the good.’ I
needed to stand on his
promise.”
In remembering her
emotions and faith that

one April day, StarlingWilliams founded the All
Kidney Patient Support
Group to be a support to
others who are experiencing kidney failure.
On Saturday, Jan. 13,
the All Kidney Patient
Support Group and other
medical partners presented a “Community
Medical Mall” at the
Transformed: Community Unity Day as a project of the MLK Day of
Service.
The Community Medical Mall was designed to
educate, empower and inspire the community by
introducing health messages, interactive conversations and educational
presentations to raise
awareness of all the tools
needed to maintain and
develop
a
healthy
lifestyle. The mall provided massages, healthy
food and prizes to entertain and involve everyone
in an atmosphere of fun
and learning.
“We wanted to have a
holistic approach to
bringing together a variety of various health

providers to improve the
quality of individual’s
lives through empowerment and health advocacy,”
said
Starling-Williams.
“Health is the main factor
for an individual to be
able to move forward in
this difficult world due to
challenges of poverty,
racism, sexism and sexual violence.”
The Medical Mall included vendors and professionals involved in
providing health services
to the community including Infinity Health Consultants, St. Petersburg
Chapter of Black Nurses,
Dr. Michael McPherson
Chiropractor, Life Link
Florida, Dr. Dan Pediatric
Dental Health, Dr. Bob
Wallace Love Is The
Golden Rule, Yolanda
Johnson from JIG, Hillary
Johnson Natural Health
Advocate, Davita Kidney
Centers and Megan Manley from Stretch and
Grow.
Starling-Williams expressed that we must always be aware of what is
going on with our own

body and not to ignore
changes, signs or symptoms that may avoid
chronic illness if detected
early.
That memorable day
in April 2000 may have
presented
StarlingWilliams with awful and
dreadful news, but it also
has ignited a passion inside of her to fight for the
right to live and afforded
her the opportunity to
travel and encourage others with her story.
Had she not been diagnosed with kidney failure, then there would not
be an All Kidney Patient
Support Group helping
others survive the disease.
Dr. Martin Luther
King’s quote regarding
health reads: “Put yourselves in a state of mind
where you say to yourself, ‘Here is an opportunity for me to celebrate
like never before, my
own power, my own ability to get myself to do
whatever is necessary.”
To reach Dexter McCree, email dmccree@theweeklychallenger.com
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New Online Application Process

BUSINESS DIRECTORY
HOMEOWNERS
INSURANCE

Cancelled or Non-Renewed??

WE CAN HELP!!!

727-393-4617

Larry Eugene Walker • Insurance
Great Automobile Rates • Over 20 Years of Experience

Deannie K’s Beauty Salon
Beauty is more
than skin deep.
Call TODAY for an appointment

Phone: 727-894-1734
2500 9th Street South, St. Petersburg, FL 33705

Christian
Cinema
Hall
Free Live and Motion Picture Gospel
Concerts and Movie Presentations

For upcoming event times call 727-230-1010

LOOK NO FURTHER
FOR CHURCH SUPPLIES
Communion Items • Choir Robes
Bulletins • Bibles • Sunday School books
Gospel CDs / DVDs and so much more

Reader’s Choice Book & Gift Store
4341 34th St. S., St. Petersburg
(Next to Skyway Mall)

(727) 867-3696

P LEASE
SUPPORT
O UR
A DVERTISERS

Open: Mon. - Sat. 10 am - 6:30 pm

www.TheWeeklyChallenger.com

B. Brinson Insurance Agency
Auto, Life, Health and Home Owners
brinsoninsagy@yahoo.com
Bennie Brinson
1830 49th St. So.
St. Petersburg, FL 33707
Tel: 727-328-9878
Cell: 727-215-3048
Fax: 727-328-9545

Westminster Shores Service Club

E STATE SALE
125 56th Ave. South, St. Pete
Villas 121-131
This Friday & Saturday
from 8 to noon

Household Items & Antiques

The following jobs are currently available:
• Custodial Worker (Job ID 15429)
• Emergency Mgmt. Coordinator (Job ID 15379)
• Fiscal Business Analyst (Job ID 15326)
• Human Services Practitioner (Job ID 15295)
• Law Enforcement Officer (Job ID 15515)
• Licensed Clinical Social Worker (Job ID 15475)
• Maintenance Technician (Job ID 15543)
• Plant Maintenance Mechanic (Job ID
• Victim Advocate/Wellness Coach (Job ID 15474)
• Groundskeeper (Job ID 15542)
For information regarding the above, please go to:
http://www.usfsp.edu/jobs
or visit the USFSP Human Resources Office at
140 Seventh Ave. S., Bay 206, St. Petersburg, FL 33701

USFSP is an EO/Equal Access Institution.Welcoming...Diverse...Inclusive
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REEVES BUILDING, PLUMBING
& ROOFING CONTRACTOR

Specializing In:
Painting • Drywall • Flooring • Plumbing • Windows
Roofing • Soffit & Fascia Cabinets • Kitchen & Bath
Garage & Porch Rehabilitation • Custom Home Remodeling
Approved Rehabilitation
Contractor for:
City of Tampa,
Hillsborough County,
City of St. Petersburg,
Pinellas County & Polk County

Over 40
Years in
Tampa
Bay
Call MICHAEL REEVES - Phone/Fax 813-238-6197
Email: reevesbuilding@verizon.net • www.ReevesBuilding.com
Licenses:

CFC025588

CCC1326860

CBC1251478

REBATES
REBATES UP
UP TO
TO $100
$100
St. Petersburg Toilet Rebate Program
St. Petersburg water
customers can receive
a rebate up to $100 for
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Stand up together
MEMORIAL, from front page

power.”
Oppelt wants the community and ultimately the
world to speak differently,
forgive one another for past
transgressions, to find
courage and to find a way to
love.
Mayor Rick Kriseman
quoted Dr. King in saying,
“We may have all come on
different ships, but we’re in
the same boat now.” Although this applies to residents geographically, it also
applies to religion and spirituality.
“No matter our faith we
are all in this together and
we are all working to make
our community, the world,
a better place,” Kriseman
said.
Deputy Mayor Dr.
Kanika Tomalin relayed the
struggles and uncertainty
society is feeling now to Dr.
King’s guiding words in difficult times. He stressed in
his speeches that no matter
how frustrating a situation
is no one is alone.
“It’s at these times that
he reminds us to hold on,”
she said, emphasizing that
although at times Dr. King’s
holiday falls when society
may be experiencing great
moments, such as the historic inauguration of President Obama, other years it
may come at a time full of
frustrations and insecurity.
Keynote Speaker Rev.
Dr. Russell L. Meyer is the
executive director of
Florida
Council
of

Churches and pastor of the
New Parish of Tampa / St.
Paul and Faith Lutheran
Churches. He works with
multi-faiths, accenting the
value of humanity. He
pushes for a better world,
concentrating his efforts on
global issues like healthcare, climate change and
justice reform.
He spoke about moments. About taking the opportunity to stop and get
involved every time a moment to make a difference
presents itself. He encouraged those in attendance to
take advantage of the active
religious spirit in the community. Many have worked
to nurture it and to see it
flourish, but without constant vigilance, all the hard
work put into creating
change will go to waste.
“Violence cannot kill
the dream, but inaction can
defer it,” said Meyer, who is
making the call for personal
and eclectic action for racial
equity.
The great leaders of the
past all saw the world as
one. In Meyer’s eye, they
understood that by uniting
the world and finding
peace, they needed to have
compassion for all.
“Compassion is a matter of course in the circle of
our closest relationships
and it’s easily forgettable
when we walk out our front
door,” he averred. He wants
to remind the world that for
compassion to be realized

locally, every resident must
walk together. “Our destinies line up together, they
are intertwined.”
Meyer believes if the
world doesn’t unite, it will
lead to destruction. If
racism and economic exploitation continue, it will
continue to gnaw at the little
bit of progress that has
been made in the past. High
incarceration rates are also
linked to generational
poverty, with half of their
offspring ending up behind
bars themselves.
He knows the only way
to make a true difference is
to participate in making
peace an outward reality,
not just an inward spiritual
value.
“Compassion means to
suffer together and to do it
together we need to listen
to the voices that suffer and
hear it over and over again
until we can tell it with our
own words.”
Meyer’s said, what
passes for compassion for
many is basically just a guilt
offering. Individuals see a
problem that needs resources and they begin to
throw solutions at it, making a dent in the condition
of suffering, but leaving the
suffering itself unhealed.
By picking up Dr.
King’s mantle and continuing to move forward by pursuing inclusive equity for
all, Meyer’s feels the destiny God intends for everyone will be realized.
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Buddhist Rev. Dr. Frank Tedesco
gave the prayer for love.

Father Bob Schneider,
St. Jude’s Cathedral

Mayor Rick Kriseman

Rabbi Jacob Luski from the
Congregation B’nai Israel gave the
prayer for peace.

Rev. Dr. Russell L. Meyers

Rev. Joran Oppelt, president of
Interfaith Tampa Bay

Seifuddin A-Akram from the St. Petersburg
Islamic Center gave the prayer of justice.

Sepideh Eskandari of the Baha’i
Community gave the prayer for hope.

Lumina Aurora Children’s Choir,
Tampa Bay

Christ Gospel Choir

PUBLIC NOTICE
Pinellas County Housing Authority
Largo, Florida
CLOSING OF THE PROJECT BASE
SECTION 8 WAITING LIST
1 & 2 Bedroom Apartments Waitlist at Pinellas Heights Senior Apartments
Pinellas County Housing Authority has determined that the current Project Base Section 8
waiting list at Pinellas Heights has sufficient number of eligible applicants for the next 12 months.
Pursuant to U.S. Department og HUD regulations, Pinellas County Housing Authority
has decided to close the Project Base Section 8 waitlist for 1 and 2 bedroom units
at Pinellas Heights effective 1/26/2018
Applications returned to Pinellas County Housing Authority
MUST be postmarked no later than 1/26/2018
There is no scheduled date to reopen the waiting list; an announcement will be posted
on our website and in the local newspaper when the waitlist reopens.
If your name is already on the waitlist you do not need to take action. Pinellas Country Housing
will maintain your name and the date and time you applied to the waiting list.
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Every child deserves
a chance to succeed.
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He Had A Dream

MLK Essay Contest
ESSAY, from front page

express themselves through
their writings and how to
present themselves in the
job market later down the
road.
Gibbs High School student Samantha Ryan took
home the first place prize of
$200, while second place and
its $100 prize went to Gabriel
Osorio, also a Gibbs High
Student. Third place and its
$75 purse went to Lakewood’s Jalen White, while
honorable mentions were
awarded to Gibbs’ Tara
Baldwin and Lakewood’s
Jamal Lyles, who both received $25.
Ryan also received two
tickets to the MLK Leadership Award Breakfast where
she was seated with the
community’s VIPs. She was

also invited to speak at the
MLK Interfaith Memorial
Service last Sunday at
Cathedral of St. June the
Apostle where she gave her
impassioned speech once
again.
“Each of you handled it
with thoughtfulness, with
knowledge, with poise and
conviction and you each had
your own points of view…
you recognized at your
young age that things are
not all black and white and
there are shades of grey in
between,” said Enoch Davis
Center Senior Advisory
Council Secretary Tyna
Middleton.
Before the legal Martin
Luther King Jr. Holiday, this
essay contest was in existence. Then Gov. Bob Gra-

L-R, Virginia Scott, Jamal Lyles
and James Wardell

ham commissioned a committee to start activities in St.
Pete and in 1983 this essay
contest was born. Some of
the original members of the
MLK Commemorative Organization included Charlie
Carrol, Rev. Major Walker,
Imam Abdul Karim Ali and
Rudy Bradley.
This year, Myron Mills
stepped in as Master of Ceremony and 11-year-old
Ra’Nyah Brinson from
Thurgood Marshall Middle
School provided the entertainment for the evening.
The MLK Essay Contest
was cosponsored by Alpha
Phi Alpha Fraternity, Theta
Eta Lambda Education
Foundation and the City of
St. Petersburg.

Jalen White

(A tribute to Martin Luther King, Jr. 1929-1968)
BY BARBARA A. TYSON

He had a dream that one day everyone would
live in peace and not fight,
that children of all races would go to the same school,
and peace and love would be the rule.
He marched so the city bus would not be separate—
One side for them, one side for us
He had a dream. He had a dream.
This man who sat by presidents and kings.
He fought for peace by nonviolent means.
His name was Martin Luther King.
He stood up so we could have equality
and enjoy a life filled with quality.
But would he be proud of the low graduation rate?
And the neighborhoods filled with hate?
Would he be proud of the prevalent crime?
And the two-thirds of black men doing prison time?
Did he lose his life in vain?
Did he endure all that pain,
for us to regress instead of making progress?
In everyone’s heart there must be a change.
Yes, peace and love is within out range.
But if this dream is to come true,
it must begin with me and you.

L-R Judges:
Jacquilin Wallace,
Shelia Lamb
and
Arcilous Mincey,

Tara Baldwin

Gabriel Osorio

Ra’Nyah Brinson

New
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University Student Centerr, USF St.
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200 6th Avenue South, St. Petersburg, Florida
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Please join us to learn more about the Foundation’s plans
p
for 2018 and
help shape a healthier future in Pinellas County. Thiss event is free and
open to the public, but reservations are required.
Lunch and refreshments will be served

CALL TO REGISTER: 727.865.46
650
SPEAKERS

Randall H.
H Russell

Curtis E.
E Holloman

Katurah Jenkins-Hall

Foundation President
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and CEO

Senior Engagement and
Social Change Dirreector
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BE INFORMED
Read public notices to find out what’s going on in your community.

FIND PUBLIC NOTICES IN THIS NEWSP
PA
APER OR ONLINE

Foundation leadership will present an updateed mission and
strategic direction for advancing health equityy and population
health in Pinellas County. Come be a voice for health equity.

healthystpete.foundation | 727.8
865.4650

FloridaPublicNotices.com
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Bishop Marvin Sapp inspired the room
BREAKFAST, from front page

it’s all about the goal.”
One local organization
that makes a difference is
the National Council of
Negro Women. They are
dedicated to being a
change agent in the community and urge the new
year to bring about not
only institutions but also
individuals to emulate Dr.
King and tirelessly fight
for equality. One way to
give back is not just to acknowledge with words
that change needs to happen, but to create change
with deeds.
Such
as
keynote
speaker Bishop Marvin L.
Sapp. He is known for his
philanthropic efforts in his
home city of Grand
Rapids, Mich., and his
melodic tones in singing
the gospel. Sapp serves as
the senior pastor of Lighthouse Full Life Center
Church as well as a Metropolitan Bishop, which
oversees more than 100
churches in the Central
Deanery of Global United

Fellowship.
He has received 10
Grammy nominations, 22
Stellar Awards, two Soul
Train Music Awards and
various other recognitions. The breakfasters
could barely hold their excitement as he gave words
of wisdom to live by.
“Understand the reality
is that we are living in a
season, a moment in time,
where it seems as if everything is coming at us
rougher now than it has
ever come at us before,”
said Sapp.
He spoke on the
tyrants of the world, those
who rule by fear and distraction and the evil at
heart who attempt to frustrate those who try to pursue their goals and make a
difference in their attempts to rid the world of
racism and social inequalities.
“The goal is to get you
so befuddled and so
eroded that you make a
conscious decision that it’s

not worth it anymore,”
said the bishop. “That you
feel like quitting and giving up in the process.”
He encouraged everyone to refrain from throwing in the towel, even
though their efforts to
make the world a better
place seem as if they are
not well received.
“It can be stressful
when you sacrifice your
life for things that mean
something to you, but
somehow mean nothing
for others,” said Bishop
Sapp.
The enemy’s goal is to
make believers think beneath their privilege because once a seed of
negativity takes root in
one’s mind, it will pick
away at their confidence
until they become downhearted and broken.
However, Sapp is a believer that never let the
bad, the horrendous, moments of his life keep him
down. Just seven years
ago, he lost his wife to can-

cer when they were both
just 43. His soul mate
since elementary school,
Sapp was devastated, left
to raise three children on
his own and to live a life
void of the only person he
ever trusted.
“The blessing is God
specializes in using the
things that are supposed
to set you back to set you
up,” said the bishop, who
admits it doesn’t make
sense all the time, especially when a loved one
passes too soon. “He uses
these circumstances to
cause me to not be bitter,
but better.”
He thinks of himself as
an instrument of God, traveling the world to spread
the message that God is
trying to create instances
and circumstance in the
lives of his followers in
order for them to be in a
better place and mindset,
to strengthen their resolve. However, although
Sapp believes the Lord intends to invoke an emo-

tional response, believers
must learn to channel
their emotions appropriately.
“Don’t be surprised if
you find yourself in uncomfortable or bad positions because you were
never promised an easy
life,” he said. Instead, he
understands that the
haters and instigators of
the world are not worth
the worry. “If they are talking about you, you are in
good company, because
Jesus [also] was persecuted for his beliefs.”
Before breaking into
song, Sapp explained his
latest conversation with
God in which he was instructed to spread the
word that the situation
that you are experiencing
at this point in time, whatever it is, will not bring you
down.
So jump into 2018, with
a renewed sense of understanding and a mission to
make a difference. Bishop
Sapp wants his followers

to continue showing fellowship, as they do every
year, but to realize that
2018 is the season of jubilee, a year of new beginnings, so God can start in
new areas of our lives.
The morning continued
with the awards presentation to community leaders
who have made an extraordinary personal commitment to serve humanity.
Dr. Martin Luther
King, Jr. Leadership
Award
Dr. Carrie W. Nero,
Brigadier General, ANC,
USAR (Ret)
Dr. Martin Luther
King, Jr. Humanitarian
Award
Arthurene Williams
Dr. Martin Luther
King, Jr. Leadership
Youth
Achievement
Awards
Rolando Sims, Alec’a
Ash, Arianna Bell
Brittany Bria Gordon
Excellence
in
Achievement Award
Avione Monroe

THE WEEKLY CHALLENGER, THURSDAY, JANUARY 18, 2018

11

COMMUNITY NEWS
Through her eyes: The MLK Candlelight Vigil
BY KAY-KAY SMITH
Neighborhood News Bureau

ST. PETERSBURG —
Standing at just above
four feet with silky brown
skin and twisted locks, a
second grader, Kenadi
Smith, attended the annual Candlelight Vigil
honoring Dr. Martin
Luther King Jr., held at

the Dr. Carter G. Woodson African American History
Museum
last
Sunday.
This was a familiar
event for her. She goes
every year. Previously,
she sat in the middle of
the room. With a clearer
perspective and a closer
seat, she positioned her
favorite doll to see the

spectacular performance
of two young AfricanAmerican divas—Maya
Stevenson and Aleisha
Mandela—and
The
Florida Orchestra.
As she pulled out her
writing pad to interpret
the evening through her
eyes from the third row,
she drew what seemed to
be the only performer, a

woman violinist. Although
this musician was surrounded by an all-white
male ensemble, sending
soothing sounds through
the air, Kenadi sketched
one performer. She was
brown; a shade she was familiar with. Yes, through
her eyes, she was just as
perfect as her doll, as herself, as this moment.

She learned of Dr.
King’s sacrifices from her
parents, in school and
even trips to Atlanta when
she visits the Martin
Luther King, Jr. Center for
Nonviolent Social Change.
On Sunday evening, all of
her teachings came into
practice. Locked hand in
hand with strangers and
melting into a crowd of

different races, Kenadi
sang verses of the Civil
Rights Movement anthem
“We Shall Overcome.”
She hasn’t been on
this earth long enough to
have experienced sanctioned racial segregation.
Yes, through her eyes,
this is how it should be:
love, peace, unity and harmony.

Kenadi Smith
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DAY OF SERVICE EVENTS

By Haley Jordan - On Monday, the 16th Street corridor got a
little bit brighter as local artist Carlos “Zulu Painter” Culbertson
added a mural of Dr. King Jr. to the walls of Connie’s BBQ.
“We included some of the residents on the wall so that the
community can not only connect with Dr. King but also
connect with the residents so they can see themselves as the
next leaders of the community,” said Alvin Burden, president
of the Greater 16th Street Business Association.

By Corey Mapp - The Zeta
Upsilon Omega Chapter
of Alpha Kappa Alpha
Sorority, Inc. dedicated
their day of service to
ending childhood hunger.
The ladies handed out
free hot dogs and packa-sack bags with healthy
snacks for the youth at
Tropicana Field after the
parade.

Carole K. Alexander, executive director of the Next
STEPP Life Center handed out valuable information for
those interested in emotional, physical and spiritual
support for expecting and new moms and dads.

Last Saturday, Jan. 13, Paulette’s Place, a
residential life coaching program, hosted
an art therapy project in collaboration
with Dazzio Art Experience and My Place
in Recovery to present the benefits of art
therapy and to raise awareness about
homelessness and mental illness.

Saturday, Jan. 13, the City of Gulfport made a day of it while completing their Day of Service projects as a
community. From painting and planting in the community gardens to helping out at the animal shelter, everyone
pitched in. A community that works together plays together, and this was true for an appreciation picnic was enjoyed
by all who worked to beautify the quaint community.
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DAY OF SERVICE EVENTS
Valeria Dorn is seen here manning her Keep Hope Alive table at
Tropicana Field on Monday. She discussed causes, myths and coping
strategies for anyone interested in learning about fibromyalgia.

Eta Rho Chapter of Omega Psi Phi Fraternity delivered
“Family Support Care Packages” to four churches on the south
side: The Rock of Jesus Missionary Baptist Church, Gethsemane
Missionary Baptist Church, Mt. Zion Primitive Baptist Church and
Word of Life Fellowship Church. The packages consisted of
general household supplies that were given out to church
members in need.

Midtown Celebrity Club, Inc., hosted a workshop called “Know Your Rights” that gave information about rights afforded to everyone
who encounters law enforcement at different stages from arrests to conviction to appeal. The workshop was conducted and information provided by
Midtown Celebrity Club’s Board Secretary Paul Jones, a graduate of the University of California Hastings College of Law.
It was presented at James Weldon Johnson Library on Jan. 10.

By Kelli Carmack - The American Stage Theater held a two-hour interactive workshop
geared towards children ages 5-12 that focused on Dr. King’s ideology of having dreams
and pursuing them, no matter the cost. After participating in interactive theater activities,
guests were given a full tour of the facility and were introduced to some of the cast from
the upcoming production of “A Raisin In the Sun.”

Volunteers helped
spruce up the
gardens at the
Sojourner Truth
Center Saturday,
Jan. 13
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CHURCH DIRECTORY
First Baptist Institutional Church

955 20th Street South • St. Petersburg, FL 33712

(727) 894-4311
Email: info@mzprogressive.org
Website: www.mzprogressive.org

3144 Third Avenue South,
St. Petersburg, FL 33712
Phone: 727-323-7518

Sunday Worship Services............................7:45 a.m. & 10:00 a.m.
Sunday School...................................................................9:00 a.m.
Wednesday Mid-Day Bible Study .......................Noon - 12:30 p.m.
Wednesday Prayer Service ...............................................6:00 p.m.
Wednesday Bible Study ....................................................6:30 p.m.
Youth Chapel Services - 921 20th Street South
Sunday Worship Service .................................................10:00 a.m.
Wednesday Small Group Bible Study ..............................6:30 p.m.
Rev. Louis M. Murphy Sr.
Senior Pastor

Sunday School 9:30 a.m.
Praise Time 10:45 a.m.
Morning Worship 10:45 a.m.

Mission Statement:

Tuesday Night Live Prayer Service & Bible Study 7 p.m.

Impact the world by equipping believers
to reach the lost with the gospel of Jesus Christ.

Come Worship With the First Baptist Family

BETHEL METROPOLITAN BAPTIST CHURCH

First Mount Zion Missionary Baptist Church

3455 - 26th Avenue South, St. Petersburg, FL 33711

Telephone (727) 327-0554 • Fax (727) 327-0240
E-mail: bchurch5@tampabay.rr.com Web site: www.bmmbc.org

1121 22nd Street South, St. Petersburg, FL 33712

(727) 327-8708

Sunday Worship Service ....................10:15 a.m.
Sunday School .....................................9:00 a.m.

Teen Summit (Wednesday)..................7:00 p.m.

Rev. Wallace Elliott
Sr. - Pastor

Bible Study (Wednesday) ....................7:00 p.m.

“God’s House To The City”

YOUR

Elder Willie Williamson, Pastor
First Lady, Patricia Williamson
1732 9th Avenue South
St. Petersburg, FL 33712
727-896-4356

CHURCH AD COULD
BE HERE

SERVICES
Sunday
Sunday School – 9:30 a.m.
A. M. Service – 11 a.m.
Tuesday
Morning Prayer – 9 to 10 a.m.
Wednesday YPWW Bible Study – 7:30 p.m.

Call: 727-896-2922

Victory Christian Center Church

20th Street
Church Of Christ

3012 18th Avenue South
St. Petersburg, Fla. 33712
(727) 321-0911
www.Victorychristiancenterchurch.org

Pastor
Claude Williams

Victory Christian Center is a Word of Faith Church.
For more information about the other services and
ministries at Victory Christian Center, please call (727) 321-0911.
*Nursery and Youth Services Available

BETHEL COMMUNITY
BAPTIST CHURCH
2901 - 54th Avenue South
St. Petersburg, FL. 33712
(727) 866-2567
SERVICES
Sunday School:
8:30 a.m.
Sunday Worship Service:
9:30 a.m.
Bible Study: Wednesdays
at 6:30 p.m.
Rev. Manuel Sykes

Sunday Worship Services 8:00 and 11:00 a.m.
Sunday School.............................9:30 a.m.
Prayer Meeting (Tuesday) ...........6:00 p.m.
Bible Study (Tuesday) .................7:00 p.m.
Baptist Training Union (Sunday) ..4:00 p.m.

“The Little Church Where Everybody Is Somebody”

Rev. Rickey L. Houston,
Pastor

Queen Street Church of God in Christ

Schedule of Services
Sunday Worship*
10:30 a.m.
Wednesday Bible Study* -7:00 p.m.
Friday Prayer -7:00 p.m.
Intercessory Prayer - 9:00 a.m.
(except Wednesdays)

REV. DR. WAYNE G. THOMPSON,
PASTOR

Bro. Robert Smith

825 20th Street South
St. Petersburg, FL 33712
Home: 896-8006

Sunday Bible Class (All Ages)
Sunday Morning Worship
Sunday Evening Worship
Ladies Bible Class Monday
Monday Evening Bible Class
Wednesday Morning Bible Class
Wednesday Evening Bible Class

..........8:30 a.m.
..........9:45 a.m.
.........6:00 p.m.
..........7:00 p.m.
..........7:00 p.m.
........10:00 a.m.
............7:00 p.m.

GENESIS
WORSHIP
CENTER
CHURCH
1601 49th Street South
Gulfport, FL 33707
727.898.5571
Sunday Worship
Pastor Michael T. and
10:30 a.m.
Elect Lady Sheila Culbreth

YOUR
CHURCH
AD
COULD BE
HERE!
Contact:
www.TheWeekly
Challenger.com

YOUR CHURCH AD COULD BE HERE
Contact: 727-896-2922
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CHURCH DIRECTORY
ST. MARK MISSIONARY BAPTIST CHURCH
1301 - 37th Street South, St. Petersburg, FL
(727) 321-6631 • www.stmarkch.org
Schedule of Services
Church School ..................................... 9:30 a.m.
Morning Worship ............................... 10:45 a.m.
Baptist Training Union......................... 5:00 p.m.
Prayer Meeting and Bible Study
Wednesday 7:00 p.m.

THE ROCK OF JESUS MISSIONARY BAPTIST CHURCH
SUNDAY SERVICES/WEEKLY ACTIVITIES
10:30 a.m. Worship Service
9:00 a.m. Breakfast (First Sunday only)
9:30 a.m. Sunday School (First Sunday Only)
Sunday School 9:15 a.m. / Devotion 10:15 a.m.
Praise & Worship 10:20 a.m. / Worship Services 10:30 a.m.
Saints of Prayer - Monday 12:00 noon
Weekly Bible Study - Tuesday 6:30 p.m.
Adult Choir Rehearsals - Thursday 6:30 p.m.

Van service is available by calling: (727) 327-0015

Rev. Brian K. Brown

THE ROCK OF JESUS IS LOCATED AT:
3940 – 18th AVE. S., St. Petersburg, Florida
Telephone: 727-327-0015 • Fax: 727-327-0021
Email: rojmbe@knology.net
Office Hours: Tues. & Thurs. 10 a.m. - 5 p.m.

Rev. Frank W.
Peterman, Jr.
Pastor

YOUR

CHURCH AD COULD
BE HERE

Call: 727-896-2922

CHURCH NEWS
INSPIRATIONS

St. Mark MBC

BY DIERDRE DOWNING-JACKSON

St. Mark Missionary
Baptist Church, its pastor,
Rev. Brian K. Brown, and
the entire family pray that
God will bring abundant
blessings into your lives.
We are grounded in Christcentered doctrine that has
at its core, our mission of
creating a haven of hope,
help, and healing for a lost
world that’s hungry and
thirsty for God’s word. As
a body of believers in
Christ, we are willing to
work in unity as God leads
us, and offer to Him our utmost praise for the awesome gift of His Son, Jesus
Christ. Please join us on
Sunday as Pastor Brown
continues a series of messages that began on Watch
Night entitled: ‘If You Get
It (a new year) What Will
You Do With It? Pastor
Brown continued the series on this past Sunday
with ‘Doing What’s Not
Been Done (Waiting)’ with
the text coming from
Psalm 27. Join us on Sunday as we receive the next
message in this series.

Fill Our Cup Lord Jesus
Fill our Cup LORD JESUS, with Your honesty and truth;
And let us grow inside our hearts, Your words of love that never depart.
Fill our cup LORD JESUS with Your everlasting strength;
And keep our minds on You LORD JESUS, as Your vessels and instruments.
Fill our cup LORD JESUS with praise upon our lips;
Please hold our hands so we may share, your love and gentleness.
Fill our cup LORD JESUS with Your wisdom from above;
Let Your fresh anointing fill our hearts with Your abundant love.
Fill our cup LORD JESUS, with quiet and humble spirits;
Bless us as we demonstrate Your confidence and courage.
Thank You LORD JESUS for filling our cup and blessing us with Your grace;
And for teaching us to walk by faith as You use us for Your glory, as we run this race.
In the name of JESUS CHRIST, we will forever pray.
Amen
“For this cause also thank we GOD without ceasing...” 1 Thessalonians 2:13 KJV

Pastor’s Corner
BY REV. DR. DORAL R. PULLEY,
SPIRITUAL LEADER
Unity Temple of Truth Church

The Father is First (John 11:41-42)
True spirituality begins with the divine
idea of God as our Father. Recognizing God
as Father reminds us of the truth that we are
God’s children. Calling God, Father, renews
our minds with the principle that we are
made in the image and likeness of God (Genesis 1:26-28). Acknowledging God as Father,
brings us into the awareness that just God is
Spirit that we are spiritual beings having
human experiences (John 4:24).
Jesus Christ began his ministry and his
miracles with Father. Before he raised
Lazarus from the grave, he acknowledged his
Father. He also gave the Father the glory for
the words that he spoke (John 14:10) and the
actions that he performed (John 5:19).
Jesus Christ began and ended his me on
the cross with the word, Father (Luke 23:3446). As recorded in the Gospels, Father for-

give them are his first words and Father into
your hands are his last words. Everything
that he said after Father had to be in divine
right order because Father-God establishes
order in our minds and our bodies. Everything that he did sandwiched between the
first Father and the last Father had to be
good because God is the everywhere, evenly
present Spirit of Absolute Good.
“Trust in the Lord with all your heart and
lean not to your own understanding. In all of
your ways acknowledge him and he will direct your path (Proverbs 3:5 -7).” I wonder
what would happen if we began each day with
the word, Father. I can only imagine how our
day would go if we began and ended each
project, conversation or activity with Father.
Acknowledging God makes the di erence in
our lives, world and a airs.

Our HealthCare Ministry
reminded us that January
is Cervical Health Awareness Month with tips about
important steps women
can take to stay healthy.
Events in January
Jan 17 - The Wednesday evening Bible Study
begins a new study based
on the book Who Moved
My Cheese? By Spencer
Johnson, M.D.
Jan 21
Congratulations to a son of St.
Mark,
Rev
Michael
Hawkins, who has been
called to be Pastor of Mt.
Calvary Baptist Church.
Installation Services will
be at St. Mark @4:00 p.m.
Jan 23
Chur ch
Outing – St. Mark will fellowship with True Light
M. B. Church in celebration of their Church’s and
Pastor’s 23rd Anniversaries @7:00 p.m. Usher
Board #1 and the Unity
Choir will be serving.
Jan 28
St. Mark
celebrates members who
joined in 2017 with a luncheon immediately after the

morning worship service.
Coming in February
Senior Mission #2 and
the St. Mark family are
looking forward to the ‘500
Women in Red’ Program
on February 11 @3:30 pm.
Speaker of the Hour will be
Sis. Ruth Johnson of New
Jerusalem Baptist Church,
St. Petersburg. Please join
us!
Sunday School - Sundays @9:30 a.m.
Worship Service - Sundays @10:45 a.m.
Young Adult Ministry
(YAMS) - Sundays @9:30
a.m.
Mime/Praise Dance
Rehearsal - Sundays from
2:00 - 4:00 p.m.
N.I.K.E. Tutoring Program - Mondays and
Wednesdays from 5:00 –
6:30 p.m.
Senior Hour of Power
Bible Study - Wednesdays
@9:30 a.m.
Prayer Meeting and
Bible Study - Wednesdays
@ 7:00 p.m.
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2018 FAMILY FUN FEST

